Maple Grove - March 22-24, 2020
Matthew 6:10 – Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
March 22 a.m. – The King has Come
Matthew 4:12-17
Mark 1:14, 15
Luke 4:14-21
John 1:1-18
March 22 a.m. – The King’s Speech
Matthew 5-7
Luke 6:17-49
March 22 p.m. - The King’s Last Speech
Matthew 24, 25
Mark 13
Luke 21:5-36
March 23 – The Eternal Kingdom
Isaiah 11:10-16
Isaiah 65:17-25
Revelation 21, 22
March 24 – Affirming the Kingdom
II Timothy 2:15 – Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be
ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.
The King Has Come
Genesis 3:15 – I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush
your head, and you will strike his heel.
your offspring
John 8:42 – Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and now am
here. I have not come on my own; but he sent me. 44 – You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to
carry out your father’s desire. “
Acts 13:7-10 – Sergius Paulus sent for Barnabas and Saul because he wanted to hear the word of God. But Elymas
the Sorcerer opposed them and tried to turn the proconsul from the faith. Then Saul, who was also called Paul,
filled with the Holy Spirit, looked straight at Elymas and said, “You are a child of the devil.”
I John 3:8-10 – He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning.
The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work. No one who is born of God will continue to
sin, because God’s seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God. This is how we
know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is
not a child of God; nor is anyone who does not love his brother.
her offspring
Revelation 12:17 – Then the dragon was enraged at the woman and went off to make war against the rest of her
offspring – those who obey God’s commandments and hold to the testimony of Jesus.

crushing Satan
Romans 16:20 – The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet.
Hebrews 2:9 – We see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor
because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 14 – Since the children
have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the
power of death – that is, the devil.
Genesis 12:1-3 – The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people and your father’s household and
go to the land I will show you. I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great,
and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on
earth will be blessed through you.”
Genesis 22:15-18 – The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a second time and said, “I will surely
bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore.
Through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed.”
II Samuel 7:6-8 – “I have not dwelt in a house from the day I brought the Israelites up out of Egypt to this day. I
have been moving from place to place with a tent as my dwelling. Wherever I have moved with all the Israelites,
did I ever say to any of their rulers whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, ‘Why have you not built me
a house of cedar?’” 11-13 – “’The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will establish a house for you:
When your days are over and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, who will
come from your own body, and I will establish his kingdom. He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and
I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 16 – Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before
me; your throne will be established forever.’”
I Kings 8:16 – “Since the day I brought my people Israel out of Egypt, I have not chosen a city in any tribe of Israel
to have a temple built for my Name to be there, but I have chosen David to rule my people Israel.”
II Samuel 7:25-29 – “And now, LORD God, keep forever the promise you have made concerning your servant and
his house. Do as you promised, so that your name will be great forever. Then men will say, ‘The LORD Almighty is
God over Israel!’ And the house of your servant David will be established before you. O LORD Almighty, God of
Israel, you have revealed this to your servant, saying, ‘I will build a house for you.’ So your servant has found
courage to offer you this prayer. O Sovereign LORD, you are God! Your words are trustworthy, and you have
promised these good things to your servant. Now be pleased to bless the house of your servant, that it may
continue forever in your sight; for you, O Sovereign LORD, have spoken, and with your blessing the house of your
servant will be blessed forever.”
Amos 9:11-13 – “In that day I will restore David’s fallen tent. I will repair its broken pieces, restore its ruins, and
build it as it used to be, so that they may possess the remnant of Edom and all the nations that bear my name,”
declares the LORD, who will do these things. “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when the reaper will be
overtaken by the plowman and the planter by the one treading grapes. New wine will drip from the mountains
and flow from all the hills.”
new wine
Matthew 9:14-17 – Then John’s disciples came and asked him, “How is it that we and the Pharisees fast, but your
disciples do not fast?” Jesus answered, “How can the guests of the bridegroom mourn while he is with them? The
time will come when the bridegroom will be taken from them; then they will fast. No one sews a patch of
unshrunk cloth on an old garment, for the patch will pull away from the garment, making the tear worse. Neither
do men pour new wine into old wineskins. If they do, the skins will burst, the wine will run out and wineskins will
be ruined. No, they pour new wine into new wineskins, and both are preserved.”

Mark 2:21-22 - No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment. If he does, the new piece will pull away
from the old, making the tear worse. And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the wine will
burst the skins, and both the wine and the wineskins will be ruined. No, he pours new wine into new wineskins.”
Luke 5:33-39 – They said to him, “John’s disciples often fast and pray, and so do the disciples of the Pharisees, but
yours go on eating and drinking.” Jesus answered, “Can you make the guests of the bridegroom fast while he is
with them? But the time will come when the bridegroom will be taken from them; in those days they will fast.”
He told them this parable: “No one tears a patch from a new garment and sews it on an old one. If he does, he
will have torn the new garment, and the patch from the new will not match the old. And no one pours new wine
into old wineskins. If he does, the new wine will burst the skins, the wine will run out and the wineskins will be
ruined. No, new wine must be poured into new wineskins. And no one after drinking old wine wants the new, for
he says, ‘The old is better.’”
Acts 15:13-19 – James spoke up: “Brothers, listen to me. Simon has described to us how God at first showed his
concern by taking from the Gentiles a people for himself. The words of the prophets are in agreement with this, as
it is written: ‘After this I will return and rebuild David’s fallen tent. Its ruins I will rebuild, and I will restore it, that
the remnant of men may seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles who bear my name, says the Lord, who does these
things’ that have been known for ages. It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the
Gentiles who are turning to God.”
Isaiah 7:14 – Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a
son, and will call him Immanuel.
Matthew 1:20-23 – An angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be
afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth
to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus because he will save his people from their sins.” All this took
place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a
son, and they will call him Immanuel.”
Isaiah 9:6, 7 – For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he
will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his
government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing
and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will
accomplish this.
a child is born
Luke 2:11 – Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.
a son is given
John 3:16 – For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life.
government
Matthew 28:18 – Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Prince of Peace
Luke 1:76-79 – And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to
prepare the way for him, to give his people the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins,
because of the tender mercy of our God, by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven to shine on those
living in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace.
Luke 2:14 – “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.”

Romans 5:1 – Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ.
Ephesians 2:14 – For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the
dividing wall of hostility. 17 – He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who
were near.
Isaiah 11:1-5 – A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. The Spirit of
the LORD will rest on him – the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the
Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD – and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. He will not judge by
what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears; but with righteousness he will judge the
needy with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his
mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash
around his waist.
Revelation 5:5 – “The Lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and
its seven seals.”
Isaiah 61:1-6 – The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to preach good news
to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom of the captives and release from
darkness for the prisoners, to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to
comfort all who mourn, and to provide for those who grieve in Zion – to bestow on them a crown of beauty
instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair.
They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the LORD for the display of his splendor. They will rebuild
the ancient ruins and restore the places long devastated; they will renew the ruined cities that have been
devastated for generations. Aliens will shepherd your flocks; foreigners will work your fields and vineyards. And
you will be called priests of the LORD, you will be named ministers of our God. You will feed on the wealth of
nations and in their riches you will boast.
priests of the LORD
I Peter 2:5 – You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
Revelation 1:4-6 – John, to the seven churches in the province of Asia: Grace and peace to you from him who is,
and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, who is the
faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and has
freed us from our sins by his blood, and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father – to
him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen.
feed on the wealth of the nations
Revelation 21:24-26 – The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it.
On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. The glory and honor of the nations will be
brought into it.
Spirit
Matthew 3:16 – As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened,
and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him.
John 1:32-34 – Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on
him. I would not have known him, except that the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The man on
whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is he who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ I have seen and I
testify that this is the Son of God.”

Daniel 2:39-40 – “After you, another kingdom will rise, inferior to yours. Next, a third kingdom, one of bronze, will
rule over the whole earth. Finally, there will be a fourth kingdom, strong as iron – for iron breaks and smashes
everything – and as iron breaks things to pieces, so it will crush and break all the others. 44 – 45 - In the time of
those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed, nor will it be left to another
people. It will crush all those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will itself endure forever. This is the
meaning of the vision of the rock cut out of a mountain, but not be human hands – a rock that broke the iron, the
bronze, the clay, the silver and the gold to pieces.”
Daniel 7:13, 14 – “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the
clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He was given authority, glory
and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an
everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.”
Son of Man
Matthew 8:20 – Jesus replied, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place
to lay his head.”
Matthew 12:8 – For the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath. 32 – Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of
Man will be forgiven, but anyone who speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the
age to come. 40 – For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will
be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.
Matthew 16:13 – When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say
the Son of Man is?” 27-28 - For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and then he
will reward each person according to what he has done. I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not
taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.
Matthew 17:9 – As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, “Don’t tell anyone what you
have seen, until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”
Mark 2:10 – The Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.
Mark 8:31 – He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the
elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again.
Daniel 7:23-27 – “The fourth beast is a fourth kingdom that will appear on earth. It will be different from all the
other kingdoms and will devour the whole earth, trampling it down and crushing it. The ten horns are ten kings
who will come from this kingdom. After them another king will arise, different from the earlier ones; he will
subdue three kings. He will speak against the Most High and oppress his saints and try to change the set times and
the laws. The saints will be handed over to him for a time, times and half a time. But the court will sit, and his
power will be taken away and completely destroyed forever. Then the sovereignty, power and greatness of the
kingdoms under the whole heaven will be handed over to the saints, the people of the Most High. His kingdom
will be an everlasting kingdom and all rulers will worship and obey him.”
Matthew 1:1 – A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of David, the son of Abraham.
Matthew 3:1, 2 – In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Desert of Judah and saying, “Repent, for
the kingdom of heaven is near.” 7-12 – But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where
he was baptizing, he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath?
Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our
father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. The ax is already at the root of
the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. I baptize you
with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to
carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his
threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”

Matthew 4:12 – When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he returned to Galilee. From that time on
Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”
Matthew 10:1 – He called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out evil spirits and to heal
every disease and sickness. 5 – These twelve Jesus sent out. 7 – “As you go, preach this message: ‘The kingdom of
heaven is near.’”
Matthew 12:28 – If I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.
Matthew 16:28 – I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the Son of
Man coming in his kingdom.
Matthew 21:31 – Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the
kingdom of God ahead of you.”
Mark 9:1 – I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the kingdom of
God come with power.
Luke 9:27 – I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the kingdom of
God.
Mark 1:4 – And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. 7 – And this was his message: “After me will come one more powerful than I, the thongs of
whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie.” 14, 15 – After John was put in prison, Jesus went into
Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God is near. Repent
and believe the good news!”
the time has come
Galatians 4:4, 5 – But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to
redeem those under law that we might receive the full rights of sons.
Ephesians 1:3 – Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly
realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 9, 10 – And he made know to us the mystery of his will according to
his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when the times will have reached their
fulfillment – to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ.
the good news (the gospel)
Romans 1:16 – I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who
believes: first for the Jews, then for the Gentile.
Luke 1:30-33 – The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. You will be with
child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of
the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob
forever; his kingdom will never end.”
Luke 2:1 – In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world.
Luke 3:1, 2 – In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar – when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea,
Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene –

during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the desert.
He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
Luke 4:14-21 – Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole
countryside. He taught in their synagogues, and everyone praised him. He went to Nazareth, where he had been
brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. And he stood up to read. The
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: “The Spirit of
the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim
freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the
Lord’s favor.” Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in
the synagogue were fastened on him, and he began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your
hearing.”
John 1:1-18 – In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with
God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In
him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not
understood it. There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. He came as a witness to testify
concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as a
witness to the light. The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world. He was in the world,
and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that which was his
own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who received him, those who believed in his name, he gave the
right to become children of God – children born not of natural descent, not of human decision or a husband’s will,
but born of God. The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of
the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. John testifies concerning him. He cries out,
saying, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’” From
the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another. For the law was given through Moses;
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the
Father’s side, has made him known.
to those who believed in his name
I John 3:23 – This is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ.

The King’s Speech (The Nature of the Kingdom of God)
Isaiah 11:6-9 – The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and
the yearling together; and a little child will lead them. The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down
together, and the lion will eat straw with the ox. The infant will play near the hole of the cobra, and the young
child put his hand into the viper’s nest. They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth
will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.
Isaiah 16:5 – In love a throne will be established; in faithfulness a man will sit on it – one from the house of David –
one who in judging seeks justice and speeds the cause of righteousness.
Jeremiah 33:14-18 - “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will fulfill the gracious promise I made to
the house of Israel and to the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will make a righteous Branch sprout
from David’s line; he will do what is just and right in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will
live in safety. This is the name by which it will be called: The LORD Our Righteousness.” For this is what the LORD
says: “David will never fail to have a man to sit on the throne of the house of Israel, nor will the priests, who are
Levites, ever fail to have a man to stand before me continually to offer burnt offerings, to burn grain offerings and
to present sacrifices.” 19 – The word of the LORD came to Jeremiah: 22 – “I will make the descendants of David
my servant and the Levites who minister before me as countless as the stars of the sky and as measureless as the
sand on the seashore.”
Isaiah 42:1-9 – “Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him
and he will bring justice to the nations. He will not shout or cry out, or raise his voice in the streets. A bruised reed
he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; he will not
falter or be discouraged till he establishes justice on earth. In his law the islands will put their hope.” This is what
the LORD says – he who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and all that comes
out of it, who gives breath to its people, and life to those who walk on it: “I, the LORD, have called you in
righteousness; I will take hold of your hand. I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the people and
a light for the Gentiles, to open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison and to release from the dungeon
those who sit in darkness. I am the LORD; that is my name! I will not give my glory to another or my praise to
idols. See, the former things have taken place and new things I declare; before they spring into being I announce
them to you.”
Micah 5:2 – You, Bethlehem Ephrathah though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for
me one who will be ruler over Israel. 4, 5 – He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the name of the
LORD his God. And they will live securely, for then his greatness will reach to the ends of the earth. And he will be
their peace.
Zechariah 9:9-10 – Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king comes to
you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. I will take away
the chariots from Ephraim and the war-horses from Jerusalem, and the battle bow will be broken. He will proclaim
peace to the nations. His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth.
Matthew 5:3 – Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 10 – Blessed are those who are persecuted
because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 20 – Unless your righteousness surpasses that of
the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.
Matthew 7:21 – Not everyone who says to me, “Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who
does the will of my Father who is in heaven.

Matthew 8:11 – I say to you that many will come from the east and the west, and will take their places at the feast
with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.
Matthew 11:11, 12 – I tell you the truth: Among those born of woman there has not risen anyone greater than
John the Baptist; yet he who is least in the Kingdom of heaven is greater than he. From the days of John the
Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing, and forceful men lay hold of it.
Matthew 13:31, 32 – The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field.
Though it is the smallest of all your seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree,
so that the birds of the air come and perch in its branches.
Matthew 19:14 – Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of
heaven belongs to such as these.”
Matthew 21:31 – Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the
kingdom of God ahead of you.”
Mark 10:15 – I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter
it.
Luke 13:29, 30 – There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and
all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out. People will come from east and west and
north and south, and will take their places at the feast in the kingdom of God.
Luke 16:16 – The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until John. Since that time, the good news of the
kingdom of God is being preached, and everyone is forcing his way into it.
Luke 17:20, 21 – Once, having been asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus replied,
“The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, nor will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’
because the kingdom of God is within you.”
John 6:14, 15 – After the people saw the miraculous sign that Jesus did, they began to say, “Surely this is the
Prophet who is to come into the world.” Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make him king by force,
withdrew again to a mountain by himself. 26, 27 – Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, you are looking for me,
not because you saw miraculous signs but because you ate the loaves and had your fill. Do not work for food that
spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. On him God the Father has
placed his seal of approval. 32, 33 – Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, it is not Moses who has given you the
bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is he who
comes down from heaven and gives life to the world. “ 35 – Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. He who
comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty.” 53-58 – Jesus said to them, “I
tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. Whoever
eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. For my flesh is real food
and my blood is real drink. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him. Just as the
living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so the one who feeds on me will live because of me. This is
the bread that came down from heaven. Your forefathers ate manna and died, but he who feeds on this bread will
live forever.” 66 – From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him.

John 3:3 – Jesus declared, “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again (or born
from above).”
Romans 14:17 – For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy
in the Holy Spirit.
John 1:12, 13 – To all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children
of God – children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.
I Peter 1:23 – For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and
enduring word of God.
John 3:5-8 – Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water
and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my
saying, ‘you must be born again.’ The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell
where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”
John 18:33 – Pilate summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” 36-38 – Jesus said, “My
kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my
kingdom is from another place.” “You are a king, then!” said Pilate. Jesus answered, “You are right in saying I am a
king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the
side of truth listens to me.” “What is truth?” Pilate asked. With this he went out again to the Jews and said, “I
find no basis for a charge against him.”
I Corinthians 4:20 – For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power.
I Corinthians 15:50 – I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does
the perishable inherit the imperishable.
Galatians 5:19-26 – The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry
and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn
you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there
is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. Since we
live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each
other.
Ephesians 5:5 – For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person – such a man is an idolater – has
any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.
Colossians 1:13 – For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son
he loves.
Hebrews 1:8 – But about the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever, and righteousness will
be the scepter of your kingdom.”
Hebrews 12:28 – Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so
worship God acceptably with reverence and awe.

II Peter 1:5-11 – Make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge,
self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, brotherly
kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep
you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But if anyone does not
have them, he is nearsighted and blind, and has forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins. Therefore,
my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure. For if you do these things, you will
never fall, and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Revelation 1:4-6 – John, to the seven churches in the province of Asia: Grace and peace to you from him who is,
and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his throng, and from Jesus Christ, who is the
faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and has
freed us from our sins by his blood and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father – to
him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen.
Kingdom of God – Andries Van Niakerk – Its king is God, its laws are given in the Bible and its citizens are the saved.
It is not something that will one day come, for it already exists. When we pray “Your Kingdom come” we do not
pray for a physical return of Christ, but that His kingdom will come today in our hearts and in our lives. “The
Kingdom of God” is spiritual and only visible to the saved.
What is the Kingdom of God? – John Piper – During the lifetime of Jesus he walked a fine line between making
himself known as the Son of God and the actual presence of the King himself and concealing himself from being
taken and made to be an earthly king. This was because of a widespread misunderstanding about the nature of his
Kingship.
John Noe – The Kingdom of God is the sphere of God’s will, reign and rule. It is located throughout heaven and the
cosmos, and wherever on earth the dynamic manifestations of his sovereignty, holiness, power, and kingly
authority are acknowledged and obeyed , or denied, ignored, and disobeyed. That means it both internally and
externally, within and among, to draw human hearts to Him, to bless and disciple his people, to defeat his
enemies, to bring his shalom (peace and justice), and to bring Him glory. It is to be unlocked, entered, exercised,
and advanced by every Christian who follows Jesus Christ and experienced in every aspect of life and society.
However, it is not universally recognized; it is contested, opposed, persecuted and greatly under-realized.
David B. Currie – “Rapture (The End-Times Error that leaves the Bible Behind)”, p.136 – The Kingdom of Christ is
spiritual and ecclesiastical rather than physical and political.
John Noe, 9/17/15 – I pledge allegiance to the kingdom of God and to the Lord Jesus Christ for which it stands, one
world under God, indivisible in all things, with liberty and justice, grace and mercy, love and peace, power and joy
for all.

The King’s Last Speech
The Vineyard
Genesis 49:22 – Joseph is a fruitful vine.
Deuteronomy 31:30 – Moses recited the words of this song from beginning to end in the hearing of the whole
assembly of Israel: 32:6 – “Is this the way you repay the LORD, O foolish and unwise people? Is he not your
Father, your Creator, who made you and formed you? 32 – Their vine comes from the vine of Sodom and from the
fields of Gomorrah. Their grapes are filled with poison, and their clusters with bitterness.”
Psalm 80:7-19 – Restore us, O God Almighty; make your face shine upon us, that we may be saved. You brought a
vine out of Egypt; you drove out the nations and planted it. You cleared the ground for it, and it took root and
filled the land. The mountains were covered with its shade and the mighty cedars with its branches. It sent out its
boughs to the Sea, its shoots as far as the River. Why have you broken down its walls so that all who pass by pick
it’s grapes? Boars from the forest ravage it and the creatures of the field feed on it. Return to us, O God Almighty!
Look down from heaven and see! Watch over this vine, the root your right hand has planted, the son you have
raised up for yourself. Your vine is cut down, it is burned with fire; at your rebuke your people perish. Let your
hand rest on the man at your right hand, the son of man you have raised up for yourself. Then we will not turn
away from you; revive us, and we will call on your name. Restore us, O LORD God Almighty; make your face shine
upon us, that we may be saved.
Isaiah 5:1-7 – I will sing for the one I love a song about his vineyard: My loved one has a vineyard on a fertile
hillside. He dug it up and cleared it of stones and planted it with the choicest vines. He built a watchtower in it
and cut out a winepress as well. Then he looked for a crop of good grapes, but it yielded only bad fruit. “Now you
dwellers in Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. What more could have been done
for my vineyard than I have done for it? When I looked for good grapes, why did it yield only bad? Now I will tell
you what I am going to do to my vineyard: I will take away its hedge, and it will be destroyed; I will break down its
wall, and it will be trampled. I will make it a wasteland, neither pruned nor cultivated, and briers and thorns will
grow there. I will command the clouds not to rain on it.” The vineyard of the LORD Almighty is the house of Israel,
and the men of Judah are the garden of his delight. And he looked for justice, but saw bloodshed; for
righteousness, but heard cries of distress.
Isaiah 27:2-6 – Sing about a fruitful vineyard: I the LORD, watch over it; I water it continually. I guard it day and
night so that no one may harm it. I am not angry. If only there were briers and thorns confronting me! I would
march against them in battle; I would set them all on fire. Or else let them come to me for refuge; let them make
peace with me. In days to come Jacob will take root, Israel will bud and blossom and fill all the world with fruit.
Hosea 10:1 – Israel was a spreading vine; he brought forth fruit for himself. As his fruit increased he built more
altars; as his land prospered, he adorned his sacred stones.
John 15:1 – I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.
Matthew 21:33-45 – “There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a winepress in
it and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and went away on a journey. When the
harvest time approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his fruit. The tenants seized his servants;
they beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first time
and the tenants treated them the same way. Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They will respect my son,’ he
said. But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him and take his

inheritance.’ So they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. Therefore, when the owner of
the vineyard comes what will he do to those tenants?” “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they
replied, “and he will rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest time.”
Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: ‘The stone the builders rejected has become the
capstone; the Lord has done this , and it is marvelous in our eyes’? “Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God
will be taken away from you and given to a people who will produce its fruit. He who falls on this stone will be
broken to pieces, but he on whom it falls will be crushed.” When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus’
parables, they knew he was talking about them.
The Parousia
Matthew 16:27, 28 – “For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will
reward each person according to what he has done. I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste
death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”
Matthew 23:29 – “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You build tombs for the
prophets and decorate the graves of the righteous. 32-24:3 – Fill up, then, the measure of the sin of your
forefathers! You snakes! You brood of vipers! How will you escape being condemned to hell (gehenna)?
Therefore I am sending you prophets and wise men and teachers. Some of them you will kill and crucify; other
you will flog in your synagogues and pursue from town to town. And so upon you will come all the righteous blood
that has been shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of Berekiah, whom
you murdered between the temple and the altar. I tell you the truth, all this will come upon this generation. O
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather
your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings but you were not willing. Look, your house is
left to you desolate. For I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord.’” Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to him to call his attention to
its buildings. “Do you see all these things?” he asked. “I tell you the truth, not one stone here will be left on
another; every one will be thrown down.” As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him
privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of
the age?”
Parousia is an ancient Greek word meaning presence, arrival, or official visit; a word fairly common in Greek, with
the meaning “presence”, more especially it may mean “presence after absence,” “arrival.”
I Corinthians 16:17 – I was glad when Stephanas, Fortunatus and Achaicus arrived, because they have supplied
what was lacking from you.
II Corinthians 7:6, 7 – But God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us by the coming of Titus, and not only by
his coming but also by the comfort you have given him.
II Corinthians 10:10 – For some say, “His letters are weighty and forceful, but in person he is unimpressive and his
speaking amounts to nothing.”
Philippians 1:26 – Through my being with you again your joy in Christ Jesus will overflow on account of me.
Philippians 2:12 – Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed – not only in my presence, but now much
more in my absence – continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling.

II Thessalonians 2:9 – The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with the work of Satan displayed in all
kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders.
Matthew 24:3 – “What will be the sign of your coming?” 27 – “For as lightning that comes from the east is visible
even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 37 – “As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the
coming of the Son of Man.” 39 – “That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.”
I Corinthians 15:22, 23 – For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. But each in his own turn: Christ
the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him.
I Thessalonians 2:19 – For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the presence of our Lord
Jesus when he comes? Is it not you?
I Thessalonians 3:13 – May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our
God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones.
I Thessalonians 4:13-18 – Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like
the rest of men, who have no hope. We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will
bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. According to the Lord’s own word, we tell you that we who
are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep, for
the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the
trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.
Therefore encourage each other with these words.
will be caught up – Young’s Literal Translation – shall be caught away, harpazo – caught up, to seize, to snatch
away
meet
Gerhard Kittel, Editor, Theological Dictionary of the New Testament – That word was a technical term for a civil
custom of antiquity whereby a public welcome was accorded by a city to important visitors.
Grover Gunn – Dispensationalism: Today, Yesterday, and Tomorrow, p. 316 – If any dignitary were newly arriving
in an ancient city, the great of the city would go out to meet him as he approached the city gates and then would
personally escort him into the city.
appearances of the word:
Matthew 25:6 – “At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’”
Acts 28:15 – The brothers there had heard that we were coming, and they traveled as far as the Forum of Appius
and the Three Taverns to meet us.
I Thessalonians 4:17 – After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the
clouds to meet the Lord in the air.
Gunn – The use of this Greek word would indicate that the resurrected saints will “meet” the Lord in the air to
honor Him as the King of kings and the Lord of lords by providing Him with a royal escort for the remainder of His
descent to earth.
air, atmosphere
Acts 22:23 – They were shouting and throwing off their cloaks and flinging dust into the air.
I Corinthians 9:26 – I do not fight like a man beating the air.
I Corinthians 14:9 – Unless you speak intelligible words with your tongue, how will anyone know what you are
saying? You will just be speaking into the air.
Revelation 16:17 – The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air.
I Thessalonians 5:23 – May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole
spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

II Thessalonians 2:1, 2 – Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask
you, brothers, not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy, report or letter supposed to have
come from us, saying that the day of the Lord has already come. 8 – And then the lawless one will be revealed,
whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming.
James 5:7, 8 – Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its
valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and spring rains. You too be patient and stand firm, because
the Lord’s coming is near.
II Peter 1:16 – We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eye witnesses of his majesty.
II Peter 3:3-10 – First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following
their own evil desires. They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our fathers died everything
goes on as it has since the beginning of creation. But they deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the
heavens existed and the earth was formed out of water and by water. By these waters also the world of that time
was deluged and destroyed. By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for
the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord
a day is like a thousand years and a thousand years are like a day. The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as
some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to
repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements
will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare. 12 - That day will bring about the
destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat.
elements – stoicheion – elementary things, elementary principles
Galatians 4:3 – When we were children, we were in slavery under the basic principles of the world. 9, 10 – Now
that you know God – or rather are known by God – how is it that you are turning back to those weak and miserable
principles? Do you wish to be enslaved by them all over again? You are observing special days and months and
seasons and years!
Colossians 2:8 – See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends
on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ. 20 – Since you died with Christ to
the basic principles of this world, why, as though you still belonged to it, do you submit to its rules.
Hebrews 5:12 – Though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary
truths of God’s word all over again.
I John 2:28 – And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and
unashamed before him at his coming.
The imminent return
Matthew 10:1 – He called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out evil spirits and to heal
every disease and sickness. 5-8 – These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not go among
the Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans. Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. As you go, preach this
message: ‘The Kingdom of Heaven is near.’ 17 – Be on your guard against men; they will hand you over to the
local councils and flog you in the synagogues. 23 – When you are persecuted in one place, flee to another. I tell
you the truth, you will not finish going through the cities of Israel before the Son of Man comes.”

“For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person
according to what he has done. I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before they
see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”
Matthew 24:29-35 – “Immediately after the distress of those days ‘the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not
give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’ At that time the sign of the
Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming
on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they
will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other. Now learn this lesson from the
fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. Even so, when
you see these things, you know that it is near, right at the door. I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly
not pass away until all these things have happened. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never
pass away.”
Mark 9:1 – “I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the kingdom of
God come with power.
Romans 13:12 – The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. 16:20 – The God of peace will soon crush Satan
under your feet.
I Corinthians 1:7, 8 – Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be
revealed. He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
7:25 – Let us encourage one another – and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 29 – What I mean,
brothers, is that the time is short. 31 – This world in its present form is passing away. 10:11 – These things
happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on whom the fulfillment of the ages has
come.
Philippians 4:5 – The Lord is near.
Hebrews 10:37 – For in just a very little while, “He who is coming will come and will not delay.”
James 2:8, 9 – You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near. Don’t grumble against each
other, brothers, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door! 5:8, 9 – The Lord’s coming is near. The
Judge is standing at the door!
I Peter 4:7 – The end of all things is near. 17 – It is time for judgment to begin with the family of God.
I John 2:18 – Dear children, this is the last hour.
Revelation 1:1 – The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must soon take
place. 3 – Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to
heart what is written in it, because the time is near. 2:25 – “Only hold on to what you have until I come.” 3:11 – “I
am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take your crown.” 6:9-11 – When he opened the
fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God and the
testimony they had maintained. They called out in a loud voice, “How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until
you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood?” Then each of them was given a white robe, and
they were told to wait a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and brothers who were to be killed
as they had been was completed. 22:6, 7 – The angel said to me, “The Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets,
sent his angel to show his servants the things that must soon take place.” “Behold, I am coming soon!” 10 – Then

he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, because the time is near.” 12 – “Behold, I
am coming soon!” 20 – He who testified to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.”
Kurt M. Simmons – The Consummation of the Ages (A.D. 70 and the Second Coming in the Book of Revelation), p.
452 - “A fair reading of Biblical eschatology shows that the early church was taught to be in earnest expectation of
Christ’s imminent return. Nowhere is there the least suggestion that the end would be postponed for thousands
of years. At every turn the New Testament writers affirm that it would come upon their generation.”
David Chilton – Days of Vengeance, p. 64 – “Revelation 1:7 announces the theme of the book, which is not the
second coming of Christ, but the coming of Christ in judgment upon Israel, in order to establish the church as the
new kingdom.”
Revelation 1:7 – Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and
all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him. So shall it be! Amen. ( Young’s Literal Translation – Lo, he
doth come with the clouds, and see him shall every eye, even those who did pierce him, and wail because of him
shall all the tribes of the land.)

The Eternal Kingdom
Isaiah 65:17-25 – “Behold, I will create new heavens and a new earth. The former things will not be remembered,
nor will they come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I will create, for I will create Jerusalem to be a
delight and its people a joy. I will rejoice over Jerusalem and take delight in my people; the sound of weeping and
of crying will be heard in it no more. Never again will there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old
man who does not live out his years; he who dies at a hundred will be thought a mere youth; he who fails to reach
a hundred will be considered accursed. They will build houses and dwell in them; they will plant vineyards and eat
their fruit. No longer will they build houses and others live in them, or plant and others eat. For as in the days of a
tree, so will be the days of my people; my chosen ones will long enjoy the works of their hands. They will not toil
in vain or bear children doomed to misfortune; for they will be a people blessed by the LORD, they and their
descendants with them. Before they call I will answer; while they are still speaking I will hear. The wolf and the
lamb will feed together, and the lion will eat straw with the ox, but dust will be the serpent’s food. They will
neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain,” says the LORD. 66:22 – “As the new heavens and the new
earth that I make will endure before me,” declares the LORD, “so will your name and descendants endure.”
Jeremiah 31:31-34 – “The time is coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with the house of
Israel and with the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers when I took them
by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke me covenant, though I was a husband to them,”
declares the LORD. “This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time,” declares the LORD.
“I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. No
longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ because they will all know me,
from the least of them to the greatest,” declares the LORD. “For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember
their sins no more.”
Ezekiel 37:26-28 – “I will make a covenant of peace with them; it will be an everlasting covenant. I will establish
them and increase their numbers, and I will put my sanctuary among them forever. My dwelling place will be with
them; I will be their God, and they will be my people. Then the nations will know that I the LORD make Israel holy,
when my sanctuary is among them forever.”
Matthew 5:17, 18 – “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish
them but to fulfill them. I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least
stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.” 24:35 – “Heaven and
earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.”
Mark 13:30, 31 – “I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have
happened. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.”
Luke 22:20 – “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.”
Romans 13:11, 12 – Our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. The night is nearly over; the day is
almost here.
I Corinthians 2:6 – We speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of this age or of the
rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. 7:31 – This world in its present form is passing away. 10:11 – These
things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on whom the fulfillment of the
ages has come.

II Corinthians 3:1-11 – Now if the ministry that brought death, which was engraved in letters on stone, came with
glory, so that the Israelites could not look steadily at the face of Moses because of its glory, fading though it was,
will not the ministry of the Spirit be even more glorious? If the ministry that condemns men is glorious, how much
more glorious is the ministry that brings righteousness. For what was glorious has no glory now in comparison
with the surpassing glory. And if what was fading away came with glory, how much greater is the glory of that
which lasts! 5:17 – If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!
Galatians 4:22-26 – Abraham had two sons, one by the slave woman and the other by the free woman. His son by
the slave woman was born in the ordinary way; but his son by the free woman was born as the result of a promise.
These things may be taken figuratively, for the women represent two covenants. One covenant is from Mount
Sinai and bears children who are to be slaves: This is Hagar. Now Hagar stands for Mount Sinai in Arabia and
corresponds to the present city of Jerusalem, because she is in slavery with her children. But the Jerusalem that is
above is free, and she is our mother. 28-31 – Now you, brothers, like Isaac are children of promise. At that time
the son born in the ordinary way persecuted the son born by the power of the Spirit. It is the same now. But what
does the Scripture say? “Get rid of the slave woman and her son, for the slave woman’s son will never share in the
inheritance with the free woman’s son.” Therefore, brothers, we are not children of the slave woman, but of the
free woman.
Hebrews 8:7-13 – For if there had been nothing wrong with the first covenant, no place would have been sought
for another. But God found fault with the people and said: “The time is coming, declares the Lord, when I will
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant I made
with their forefathers when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they did not remain
faithful to my covenant, and I turned away from them, declares the Lord. This is the covenant I will make with the
house of Israel after that time, declares the Lord. I will put my laws in their minds and write them on their hearts.
I will be their God, and they will be my people. No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother,
saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest. For I will forgive
their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.” By calling this covenant “new,” he has made the first one
obsolete; and what is obsolete and aging will soon disappear. 10:16-18 – “This is the covenant I will make with
them after that time,” says the Lord. “I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds.” Then
he adds: “Their sins and lawless acts I will remember no more.” And where these have been forgiven, there is no
longer any sacrifice for sin. 12:18-29 – You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning
with fire; to darkness gloom and storm; to a trumpet blast or to such a voice speaking words that those who heard
it begged that no further word be spoken to them, because they could not bear what was commanded: “If even
an animal touches the mountain, it must be stoned.” The sight was so terrifying that Moses said, “I am trembling
with fear.” But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God. You have
come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, to the church of the firstborn, whose names are
written in heaven. You have come to God, the judge of all men, to the spirits of righteous men made perfect, to
Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of
Abel. See to it that you do not refuse him who speaks. If they did not escape when they refused him who warned
them on earth, how much less will we, if we turn away from him who warns us from heaven? At that time his
voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, “Once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.”
The words “once more” indicate the removing of what can be shaken – that is, created things – so that what
cannot be shaken may remain. Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be
thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our “God is a consuming fire.”
II Peter 3:3-7 – In the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires. They will say,
“Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our fathers died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning
of creation.” But they deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the heavens existed and the earth was
formed out of water and by water. By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. By the
same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and
destruction of ungodly men.

three “worlds”:
the world that was deluged and destroyed
the present heavens and earth
II Peter 3:13 – a new heaven and earth
II Peter 3:10-13 – The day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements
will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare. Since everything will be destroyed in
this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the
day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire and the
elements will melt in the heat. But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new
earth, the home of righteousness.
Josephus – The most Holy Place was called heaven and the Holy Place was called earth and sea.
Samuel G. Dawson – The Resurrection, p. 54 – “The Old Testament writers used the passing of an old heaven and
earth and the coming in of a new heaven and earth to speak of the passing away of one social order and the
bringing in of another.
Revelation 3:12 – “Him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. Never again will he leave it. I
will write on him the name of my God and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming
down out of heaven from my God; and I will also write on him my new name.”
Revelation 21:1-8 – Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from
God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
“Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people and God himself will be
with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or
crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away. He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making
everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” He said to me: “It is
done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without
cost from the spring of the water of life. He who overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be
my son. But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice
magic arts, the idolaters and all liars – their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second
death.
Max King – The Cross and the Parousia of Christ, p. 59 – The fall of Jerusalem, the destruction of the temple and
the abolition of the priestly order closed the book on Israel’s salvation history FOREVER. Man’s hope today is not
in the realm of secular history, not even in some purported future history of a secular, fleshly Israel. The only
saving history that believers have today is the history that Christ fulfilled or consummated by means of his death,
resurrection, and eschatological reign. Our hope is in HIM, the author and finisher of our faith.”

